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Thesis Statement 

In an argumentative essay, the thesis takes the form of a claim
Tells the writer's opinion about the topic of the essay
Introduced with a phrase such as "I believe…," "I think…," etc.
Should be supported with relevant evidence such as facts and statistics
Typically appears in the introductory paragraph, often as the last sentence

Restate the Definition 
Review the bullet points about thesis statements and then define what a thesis statement is in your own words.
Use complete sentences in your definition. 

Thesis Statement: 

*W.7.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

Glossary 
Use the chart to clarify vocabulary as you read the introductory paragraph of "What Do We Do About Invasive
Alien Species?" and the explanation that follows. 

Word or phrase Definition

explicitly directly; clearly

extraterrestrials aliens; life forms outside the Earth

extinction when all the members of a species die

intervention getting involved in an issue

*RI.7.4 - Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact
of specific word choices on meaning and tone.
*L.7.4c Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word
or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech or trace the etymology of words.



Find the Claim 
Complete the sentences below about the thesis statement and claim of the Student Model.

*RI.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
*RI.7.6 Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author distinguishes his or her position from that of others.

The claim of the student model is 

.

It is introduced by the phrase .

It shows the topic is 

and that the author believes .

In the sentences following the claim, the writer previews 

.



Plan and Write Your Thesis Statement 
Answer the questions below to help you plan your thesis statement. Then, write a draft of your completed thesis
statement. 

What role have humans played in the introduction of invasive species?

What are the benefits of humans acting to solve the problem? What evidence could you cite?

What are the problems of humans acting to solve the problem? What evidence could you cite?

Now use your answers to the above questions to write your thesis statement. Make sure it includes a claim: your

own opinion about how humans should respond.

*W.7.1a Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and address alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically.
*W.7.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
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