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The Story Behind the Bus Week 1 
From “Heroes” Unit 4 

 

Before You Read 
 

Glossary of Terms 
As you read and listen to “The Story Behind the Bus,” look for these key words and use the definitions 
below to help you understand the introduction and the selection: 

 

WORD DEFINITION 

refusal to not do something you are told to do 

civil action legal action to protect a private right 

spontaneously happens without thought or planning 

confronting to come face to face with 

segregation the act of separating people based on race, class, gender, or ethnicity 

inequities instances of injustice or unfairness 

unconstitutional not keeping with the laws of a country's constitution 

integrated made accessible to everyone based on an equal basis 

volatile likely to show extreme or dangerous emotion 

 
Internet Search 
The excerpt you are about to read is from the Henry Ford Museum’s website. Before you read, have a 
look at some of the images and information on the actual website: 

 
https://www.thehenryford.org/explore/stories-of-innovation/what-if/rosa-parks/ 

 
First Read 

Annotations 
Read “The Story Behind the Bus” (online or in the workbook).  As you read, annotate the story.  Use the 
annotation tool (online) or a highlighter and pen/pencil in the printed text.  The following Annotation 
Guidelines will help you annotate the selection.  
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r Highlight at least two sentences or passages that you have questions about. Enter your questions 
as annotations. 

r Highlight at least one passage that connects with something you already know and use the 
annotation tool to explain the connection. 

r Highlight the key events in the excerpt. Use the annotation tool to describe how each key event 
related to another. 

r Highlight vocabulary words and explain what you think the words mean based on how they are 
used in the text. 

r  Highlight any additional unfamiliar vocabulary. Use the annotation tool to make predictions about 
the meaning of these unfamiliar terms. 

r Highlight two examples of how Rosa Parks changed the city of Montgomery. Explain these changes 
using the annotation tool. 

 
 

After You Read 
 
Think Questions  
Write answers to Think Questions 1-5 (preferably in the online assignment, or in the workbook if 
directed).  

 
How to Write Exemplary Responses 
Below is a model response to Question 4.  Copy the answer in the space provided online or on 
your paper. Note the qualities of a complete and well-written response as you type/write it.  Then 
try to model your other responses after this one in terms of quality and completeness. 
 

Question 4:  Use context to determine the meaning of the word segregation as it is used in "The Story Behind the 
Bus." Write your definition of "segregation" here and tell how you determined it. Then, use a dictionary to check 
your definition.  

 
 
Sample Answer:  The text says that Rosa Parks sat "just behind the 10 seats reserved for 
whites." When all the seats were filled, the blacks were ordered to give up their seats so that 
the white man could sit there. As the text makes clear, there were separate sections for 
blacks and whites, who were not supposed to sit next to one another. When the driver 
ordered the black individuals to get up, he was "following the standard practice of 
segregation." Since the driver was insisting that the two races sit separately from one 
another, I can infer "segregation" means "separation." In this context, the word means 
"separation based on race." Checking the word in a dictionary reveals that it means "the act 
of separating people based on race, religion, or another characteristic." 
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Skill Lesson 

 
#1: Compare and Contrast 
 
• Watch the accompanying VOLT available online at: http://elaessentials.weebly.com/6th-grade.html 

• Complete and submit the online Skill Lesson on Compare and Contrast which includes 3 components: 

§ Watch the Skills Concept Definition video 
§ Skim over the Model 
§ Do the “Your Turn” activity 
 

• Complete the Compare and Contrast activities below. 

 

Activity 1: Identify Evidence 

Read the sentences below from the Rosa Parks selections. Put a star next to the sentence that provides 
more historical context. 

From “Rosa 
Parks: My 
Story” 

“When I got off from work that evening of December 1, I went to 
Court Square…” 

 

From “The Story 
Behind the Bus” 

“On December 1, 1955, Rosa Parks, a 42-year-old African American 
woman who worked as a seamstress…” 

 

 

Now complete the sentence: The starred sentence helps provide more historical context because when 

compared with the other sentence, it tells ___________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________. 
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Activity 2: Use a Venn Diagram to Compare and Contrast 

Take notes on the following aspects of each text in the Venn Diagram below to compare and contrast the 
two versions of Rosa Park’s incident on the bus: 

• Topic 
• Point of view/perspective 
• Important details 
• Writing Style  

 
VENN DIAGRAM  

 
 

                            Rosa Parks: My Story              The Story Behind the Bus 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 


