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The Story Behind the Bus Week 2                                                                                                                        

from “Our Heroes” Unit 4 

 

Close Read 

 

• Watch the Introduction to the selection again (optional). 

• Complete the online Vocabulary activity.  In the “Sample Sentence” 
column, you must write your own sentences with enough detail to show 
that you understand the meaning of the words.  Remember that all 
sentences begin with capital letters and end with punctuation! 

 

NON-EXAMPLE:  There is so much inequity in the world.  

While the sentence above is technically correct, the meaning of inequity is not 
clear.  It could mean many things—suffering, violence, confusion, etc. 

 

EXAMPLE:  Women have faced inequity in the workforce for centuries in the form 
of lower wages and fewer opportunities for advancement. 

The details added to this sentence communicate that inequity means unfairness 
and injustice, such as women in the workforce. 

 

• Read the selection “The Story Behind the Bus” a second time.  As you re-
read, add more annotations. Focus on how this selection introduces the 
reader to the character of Rosa Parks vs. how she is introduced in the 
previous selection “Rosa Parks: My Story.”  Use your annotation tool (or 
highlighter and pen) to jot down notes about these.  

 

• Write (following are detailed instructions and support) 
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Writing Prompt 

THINK ABOUT THIS:  Rosa Parks: My Story and “The Story Behind the Bus” both tell about Rosa 
Parks’s famous refusal to give up her seat on a Montgomery bus. However, each author writes 
for a different purpose and from a different point of view. How are the two presentations of 
the same event similar and different? 
 
WRITING PROMPT: Write two paragraphs in which you compare and contrast the 
two texts. In the first paragraph, focus on the different purposes. For the second 
paragraph, look at point of view. Introduce your ideas in each paragraph with a 
clear topic sentence. Then support your topic sentence with well-organized 
evidence from both texts, including facts, details, and quotations. Use precise 
language to explain the information and include transitions as needed to connect 
ideas. Remember to return to your topic sentence in your concluding sentence.  

Prewriting 

Get ready to write!  Jot down answers to the following questions. 

 
What is the author’s purpose in Rosa Parks: My Story? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is the author’s purpose in The Story Behind the Bus? 
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How are the two presentations of the event both similar and different? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Building Your Paragraphs 

Use the graphic organizers below to organize and build your two paragraphs. 

PARAGRAPH #1  

TOPIC SENTENCE: Rosa Parks: My Story and The Story Behind the Bus have some 
important similarities/differences in their purpose. 

FIRST DETAIL:  To begin with, (statement about the purpose of Rosa Parks: My 
Story) _____________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________. 

EXPLAIN WITH TEXTUAL EVIDENCE: This is evident when_____________________  

___________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________. 

Parks also explains how _______________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________. 

From this, the reader understands that Parks’ purpose is primarily to __________ 

_________________________________________________________________. 
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SECOND DETAIL: On the other hand, while the subject is the same, the purpose of 
The Story Behind the Bus is to __________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________. 

EXPLAIN WITH TEXTUAL EVIDENCE: The best example of this is _______________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________. 

Additionally, ________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________. 

These details support the authors’ main purpose because____________________ 

__________________________________________________________________. 

CONCLUSION: (connect back to topic sentence) ___________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________. 

 

PARAGRAPH #2  

TOPIC SENTENCE: There are also significant similarities/differences in the point of 
view of Rosa Parks: My Story and The Story Behind the Bus which impact the 
reader’s experience. 

FIRST DETAIL:  For instance, the point of view in Parks’ autobiography is ________  

___________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________. 

EXPLAIN WITH TEXTUAL EVIDENCE: _____________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________. 

SECOND DETAIL: Furthermore, _________________________________________. 
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___________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________. 

Both of these examples serve to show the importance of Parks’ point of view 
because ___________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________. 

SECOND DETAIL: The point of view in The Story Behind the Bus differs in that it  
___________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________. 

EXPLAIN WITH TEXTUAL EVIDENCE: As an example, _________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________. 

Additionally, the authors focus a lot on __________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________. 

Thus, the point of view in this selection is _________________________________ 

and it serves to ______________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________for readers. 

CONCLUSION: (connect back to topic sentence) ___________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________. 

 

 

Revising Your Paragraphs 

1) Underline or highlight all the transitional words and phrases in the paragraph builders above 
(both those that are suggested in the graphic organizer and any that you may have added on 
your own).  Transitional words and expressions help your writing progress from one idea to the 
next. 
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2) Find at least 6 dull, overused, non-specific words in your writing (e.g., “things,” “good,” 
“bad,” “stuff,” “nice,” “it,” etc.)  Cross them out and replace them with precise words or 
phrases that are more descriptive and relevant to the story of Rosa Parks’ bold action on the 
bus. 

 

3) Would you like to add additional details to the paragraph or expand upon any of the ideas 
that you already included?  You are not limited by the paragraph builders.  However, 
informational paragraphs must have a tight organizational structure and must be a balance of 
the writer’s ideas and plenty of good, solid textual evidence to back up those ideas. 

 

Writing the Final Draft  

Closely following your Paragraph Builders, type the final draft of your paragraphs in the 
“Response” box provided in the Close Read assignment online.  

Proofread for typing/spelling errors! 

With teacher permission ONLY, you may type your paragraph as a Google or Word Doc (then 
print and hand in to your teacher), or write it by hand. 

 

 

 

	


