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The Story of My Life Week 2                                                                                                                        
from “Turning Points”  

 

Close Read 

• Watch the Introduction to the selection again (optional). 

 

• Complete the online Vocabulary activity.  In the “Sample Sentence” 
column, you must write your own sentences with enough detail to show 
that you understand the meaning of the words.  Remember that all 
sentences begin with capital letters and end with punctuation! 

NON-EXAMPLE:  The problem confounded everyone. 

“Confounded” could mean many things in the above sentence (confused, 
angered, affected, etc.).  Let’s add more details (context) to the sentence so 
that the meaning is clear. 

 

EXAMPLE:  The increasing number of dead trees in the area confounded 
even expert scientists who understood tree diseases well. 

The details added to this sentence show that even people who might 
normally have answers (expert scientists) are confused and perplexed by 
the number of trees that are suddenly dying. 

 

• Read the excerpt from The Story of My Life a second time.  As you re-read, 
add more annotations.   Focus on the connotative meaning of words when 
the author speaks about emotional moments in her life. 

Use your annotation tool (or highlighter and pen) to jot down notes about 
these.  

• Write (following are detailed instructions and support) 
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Writing Directions 

THINK ABOUT THIS:  This excerpt focuses on the way Helen Keller felt right before 
Anne Sullivan arrived and how she feels when Anne Sullivan succeeds in opening 
up the world for her. Imagine what it would be like to live in total darkness and 
silence and confusion, and then to break through that. 

WRITING PROMPT:  Helen Keller experiences a change in emotions between 
paragraphs 6 and 8.  How does the author’s use of connotation in this section of 
the text help the reader understand her change in feelings?  Write a paragraph 
that supports your answer to this question. Be sure to include words with positive 
and negative connotations from the paragraphs as textual evidence. 

Your paragraph must: 

• Support your understanding of the reading with textual evidence  
• Use transitions to clarify relationships among your ideas 
• Use precise language that relates specifically to the event in the excerpt 
• Establish a formal style  

 

Prewriting 

Jot down answers to the following questions. 

What words does Helen use to describe herself before Anne arrives (paragraph 6)?  What 
words does she use after she arrives (paragraphs 7-8)? 

 

 

 

Now look at the words that you wrote above.  Which connotations jump out as being negative?  
Put rectangles around them.  Next draw a circle around connotations are strongly positive. 

 

How does Anne Sullivan change Helen’s life? 
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Building Your Paragraph 

Use the graphic organizer below to organize and build your paragraph. 

TOPIC SENTENCE:  Helen Keller helps the reader understand her change in feelings from before 

Anne Sullivan arrives in her life to after through her use of ______________________________, 

which ________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

BEFORE ANNE:  Before Anne arrives, Helen is ________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

EXAMPLE OF CONNTATION THAT HELPS THE READER UNDERSTAND THIS: For example,_______  

_____________________________________________________________________________.	

EXPLAIN THE EXAMPLE: __________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF CONNTATION THAT HELPS THE READER UNDERSTAND THIS: A second 

example of connotation is ________________________________________________________.	

EXPLAIN THE EXAMPLE ___________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

AFTER ANNE:  However, when Anne Sullivan arrives in Helen’s life everything changes because 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

EXAMPLE OF CONNTATION THAT HELPS THE READER UNDERSTAND THE CHANGE:  An excellent 
example of this is _______________________________________________________________. 

EXPLAIN THE EXAMPLE: __________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF CONNTATION THAT HELPS THE READER UNDERSTAND THE CHANGE: 

Finally, the best use of connotation occurs when______________________________________  
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_____________________________________________________________________________.	

EXPLAIN THE EXAMPLE ___________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

CONCLUSION:  (CONNECT BACK TO TOPIC SENTENCE)  Altogether, connotation is an important 
part of Helen Keller’s autobiography because _________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

These word choices by the author help to express_____________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

 

Revising Your Paragraph 

1) Underline or highlight all the transitional words and phrases in the paragraph builder above 
(both those that are included in the organizer and any that you added in your own sentences).  
Hint: there is a minimum of 4!  Can you add more to make the paragraph flow even better? 

2) Find at least 4 dull, overused, non-specific words in your writing (e.g., “things,” “good,” 
“bad,” “stuff,” “nice,” “it,” etc.)  Cross them out and replace them with precise words or 
phrases that are more descriptive and/or interesting to read. 

3) Would you like to add more textual evidence to your informative paragraph or expand upon 
any of the details that you already included?  Would you like to use different words and phrases 
than the ones in the sentence frames?  Do not feel limited by the paragraph builder but do 
remember to keep your paragraph highly organized. 

 

Writing the Final Draft  

Closely following your Paragraph Builder, type the final draft of your paragraph in the 
“Response” box provided in the Close Read assignment online.  

Proofread for typing/spelling errors! 

With teacher permission ONLY, you may type your paragraph as a Google or Word Document 
(then print and hand in to your teacher), or write it by hand. 
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