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The Teacher Who Changed My Life Week 1                                                                                                                        

from “Getting Along” (pp. 4-9)                                                                                           

 

Before You Read 

Glossary of Terms 
Refer to these words and definitions to help you understand the introduction and the text. 

WORD OR IDIOM DEFINITION 
 

investigative journalist a type of journalist who tries to discover information of public interest that is 
hidden, either on purpose by someone or accidently 

autobiographical a biography that is written by the person who the biography is about 

memoirs narratives written from personal experience 

immigrants people who leave one country to live in another 

reflects remembers; thinks about 

refugee someone forced to leave a country because of war or for religious or political 
reasons 

guerrillas a band of fighters, usually not part of a regular army 

portly fat 

resented felt bitter or angry about 

tenement apartments or rooms for rent, usually in a poorer part of a city 

looked askance looked down at; acted confused 

mentor and muse a teacher and an inspiring person 

formidable powerful or strong; deserving respect 

layabouts lazy people 

Iron Curtain an imaginary line that separated the East from the West during the Cold War 

ravine a small, deep, narrow valley 

mortified embarrassed, humiliated 

tact the ability to do or say things without offending or upsetting other people 

laminated covered with a thin layer of clear plastic for protection 
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vocation career; a purpose or goal in life 

balky hesitant; unsure 

spits thin rods or sticks used for cooking meat over a fire 

bouzoukis a Greek stringed musical instrument 

 

 

Making Predictions 

Before reading the text about the Greek Civil War, brainstorm what you already know about 
the American Civil War. What major challenges did people face during the American Civil 
War? Think about how it affected families, soldiers, the economy, and even other countries. 
Then predict how these concepts might also apply to the Greek Civil War and confirm your 
predictions with research.  

American Civil War Greek Civil War 

The Civil War forced thousands of families 
from their homes and displaced people across 
the country. 

The Greek Civil war also displaced thousands of 
families from their homes. Many fled to other 
countries to escape the violence. 
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First Read 

Annotations 

Read “The Teacher Who Changed My Life” (pp. 9-14 in the workbook).  As you read, 
annotate the story.  Use the annotation tool (online) or a highlighter and pen/pencil in the 
printed text.  The following Annotation Guidelines will help you annotate the story.  

r Highlight at least two sentences or passages that you have questions about. Enter 
your questions as annotations. 

r Highlight at least one passage that connects with something you already know and 
use the annotation tool to explain the connection. 

r Highlight three important details and annotate their relevance to the excerpt. For 
example, "When I entered her classroom in 1953, I had been to six schools in five 
years, starting in the Greek village where I was born in 1939." Annotation: Gage 
explains that when he was 13, he first met Marjorie Hurd, the person who set the 
course of his life, after he had been to six schools in five years. 

r Highlight vocabulary words and explain what you think the words mean based on 
how they are used in the text. 

r Highlight at least two examples of how Marjorie Hurd directly influenced Gage's 
journalistic career. 

r Highlight at least two turning points in Gage's life that positively impacted his efforts 
to become a journalist. Explain these impacts in your own words using the 
annotation tool. 

 

Think Questions  

Write answers to Think Questions 1-5 (preferably in the online assignment, or in the book if 
directed).  

How to Find the Evidence  

Use the tips in the chart below to help you look for evidence in the text to answer 
the Think questions.  
 

Question         TIP! 

1. Look for sentences in the first two paragraphs of the excerpt where Gage makes 
any reference to his time before America. He says he was “born in 1939” in a 
“Greek village.” When did he come to the United States and why? 



7th Grade Language Arts: Sem 2   Teacher Who Changed My Life 

	
2. Look for key details in paragraph 6 when Gage describes his experience at Chandler 

Junior High. What lead him through the door marked “Newspaper Club”? What 
details in paragraph 7 tell you about Miss Hurd? 

3. In paragraph 9, Miss Hurd discusses how “writers should write about what they 
know.” What does Miss Hurd ask Gage to write about? What details in the next few 
paragraphs explain his experience writing the essay? What reaction does he see 
from others after Miss Hurd publishes it in the school paper? 

4. Notice where the term “mentor” is used at the end of paragraph 6. Before mentor 
is mentioned, Gage identifies Miss Hurd as the “newspaper adviser and English 
teacher.” Notice in paragraph 8, Gage mentions that Miss Hurd taught him skills he 
“honed during my next 25 years as a journalist.” What does this detail indicate 
about the role of a mentor? 

5. Examine the key details in paragraph 21, noting how the “catalyst sent me into 
journalism and indirectly caused all the good things that came after.” What does 
this detail tell you about what a “catalyst” does? Who does Gage say the catalyst 
refers to in paragraph 21? What is the main focus of the paragraph? Summarize 
if this helps to determine the importance of the meaning of catalyst. 

 

How to Write Exemplary Responses 

Below is a model response to Question 1.  Copy the answer in the space provided 
online or on your paper. Note the qualities of a complete and well-written response 
as you type/write it.  Then try to model your other responses after this on in terms 
of quality and completeness. 

 

Question 1: Use specific details from the second paragraph to write two or three sentences 
summarizing why Nicholas Gage came to the United States.  

Sample Answer: To escape from war-torn Greece in 1949, Nicholas Gage, at the 
age of nine, was sent by his mother to live with his father in the United States. In 
paragraph 2, readers learn that his mother hoped that he and his three sisters could 
live in freedom with their father in their new country, although for this deed his 
mother was "imprisoned, tortured, and shot by Communist guerrillas." 
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Skill Lesson 

#1: Informational Text Elements 

• Watch the accompanying VOLT available online at: 
http://elaessentials.weebly.com/7th-grade.html 

• Complete the separate Skill Lesson: Informational Text Elements activity sheet. 
• Complete and submit the online Skill Lesson on Informational Text Elements which 

includes 3 components: 

§ Watch the Skills Concept Definition video 

§ Skim over the Model  

§ Do the “Your Turn” Activity  
 

 

 

 

 

 


