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The Teacher Who Changed My Life Week 2                                                                                                                        
from “Getting Along” (pp. 9-14)     

 

Close Read 

 

• Watch/read the Introduction to the selection again (optional). 

 

• Complete the online Vocabulary activity.  In the “Sample Sentence” 
column, you must write your own sentences with enough detail to show 
that you understand the meaning of the words.  Remember that all 
sentences begin with capital letters and end with punctuation! 

NON-EXAMPLE:  The event was a catalyst for change. 

The meaning of the word “catalyst” in the above sentence is not as clear as 
it could be. What exactly is a “catalyst”? A beginning? A place? A reason? 

 

EXAMPLE:  Greg’s termination from his job was a catalyst for going back to 
school and getting his business degree, which led to exciting new career 
opportunities. 

The details added to this sentence show how one event, getting fired from 
his job, caused several others to follow: Greg went back to school, got a 
degree, and advanced in his career. 

 

• Read the excerpt from “The Teacher Who Changed My Life” a second time.  
As you re-read, add more annotations.  Focus on the details that show how 
Marjorie Hurd’s teaching and personality influenced Gage when he was 
young. Use your annotation tool (or highlighter and pen) to jot down notes 
about these.  



7th Grade Language Arts: Sem 2    The Teacher Who Changed My Life 

	
 

• Write (following are detailed instructions and support) 

 

Writing Prompt 

WRITING PROMPT: In the first paragraph of Nicholas Gage’s personal essay “The 
Teacher Who Changed My Life,” his teacher Marjorie Hurd is identified as the 
“person who set the course of . . . [his] life,” influencing his choice of a career in 
journalism and shaping other events in his life. Using the excerpt as a model, 
write a short personal narrative about a time when someone greatly influenced 
you.  

• What was the situation?  
• Who was involved?  
• What was the setting?  

Remember that your personal narrative should be told from the first-person (“I”) 
point of view.  The opening sentence should “hook,” or engage, your reader. Then 
elaborate on your experience in the middle of your paragraph. Include descriptive 
details. Include dialogue and precise or sensory language to hold your readers’ 
attention. Write a concluding sentence (or two) that summarizes your personal 
narrative and tell what you learned from the experience. What theme (or 
message) might you want to end with?  

  Prewriting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

	

How does the author show the reader that Miss Hurd “set the course of [Gage's] life"? What 
major events provide evidence of this?  

 

 

 

Gage explains to the reader how his mother always dreamed of her children receiving an 
education. How did Miss Hurd promote this goal in Gage's life while he was in school and even 
afterward? 
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Building Your Narrative 

OPENING SENTENCE (Hook!) ______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

Who? Where? When? What?______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________	

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

BODY (Details/Dialogue/Precise Language____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________	

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________	

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________	

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

CONCLUDING SENTENCE (or two): __________________________________________________  

What does the reader learn about Eleni Gatzoyiannis? How does Gage's experience with his 
mother and his experience in Miss Hurd's classroom help the reader understand the impact the 
two women had in shaping Gage's life?  
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

 

Writing the Final Draft  

Using your Paragraph Builder as a guide, type the final draft of your paragraph in the 
“Response” box provided in the Close Read assignment online.  

Proofread for typing/spelling errors! 

With teacher permission ONLY, you may type your paragraph as a Google Doc (then print and 
hand in to your teacher), or write it by hand. 

 

 

	


