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SKILL	LESSON:	TEXTUAL	EVIDENCE	

	
Textual Evidence 

When we read, we often have to answer questions or share 
what we know about the text with others. We need to be able 
to go back into the text and prove our answers so that 
people don’t think we are making things up!  Textual evidence 
may be a word/words, phrase, sentence, or paragraph that led 
you to make an inference or draw a conclusion. When you cite, 
or offer, textual evidence, someone else can look back at a 
particular part of a text you read and understand how you 
came to your inferences or conclusions. 

 
Understanding Textual Evidence 
 
Complete the sentence by drawing a line to the words that form a correct and 
accurate statement. 
 
DEFINITION  TYPE OF EVIDENCE 
Readers infer knowledge 
about a text based on  

 deepen a reader’s 
understanding of a text 
 

Explicit evidence is  
 

 an interpretation or 
understanding of the text. 

Inferred evidence can  directly stated in the text 
 

When analyzing a text, 
readers sift through the 
textual evidence to support 

 logical guesses, direct 
statements, implied 
information, and personal 
experience. 

Inferences can help readers 
understand the  

 the intent, meaning, or context 
of a text. 
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Connecting Inferences to Textual Evidence 
Think about inferences you made while reading to determine Point of View in the 
story “The Tell-Tale Heart.”  Then respond the following questions. 
 

Focus on TEXTUAL EVIDENCE in your responses! 
1.  Instead of trying to deny 
his guilt, the murderer in 
“The Tell-Tale Heart" tries 
to prove to readers that he 
is sane. How does Edgar 
Allan Poe use this plot 
device to create suspense? 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2.  Poe uses a dramatic 
monologue (a person 
speaking to himself or to an 
imagine listener) to tell the 
story in “The Tell-Tale 
Heart." How does Poe force 
readers to make inferences 
in order to discover the 
narrator's real motivation? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.  According to the Model 
text in the Skill Lesson, 
what statements does the 
narrator make in the story 
that could lead readers to 
infer he is not in his right 
mind? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4.  What other evidence 
does the text provide that 
proves the “sanity" of the 
narrator's actions exists 
only in his own mind?  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


