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The Tell-Tale Heart Week 1                                                                                                                        

from “Suspense!”  

 

Before You Read 

Glossary of Terms 
Refer to these words and definitions to help you understand the introduction and the text. 

WORD OR IDIOM 
 

DEFINITION 
 

Gothic  a literary style that is often dark and gloomy  

convinced  certain about something  

floorboards  pieces of wood that make up a floor  

confesses  admits doing something  

bore no grudge  was not mad at  

painstakingly  with great effort  

dissimulation  the act of concealing one's thoughts or feelings; pretense, bluffing  

vexed  annoyed, provoked, tormented  

sagacity  an exceptionally keen ability to see things or discern ideas  

gesticulations  dramatic gestures used to emphasize or substitute for speech  

derision  the state of being ridiculed or mocked; the use of ridicule or mockery to show 
contempt  

dissemble  to hide one's true thoughts or feelings; pretend  

 

 

Connect to the Text Activity 

The story “The Tell-Tale Heart” by Edgar Allen Poe that you are about to read is a part of a 
genre of literature known as Gothic Fiction.  

Definition of Gothic Literature:  Writing from the period of the late 18th century that 
has a prevailing atmosphere of mystery and terror with a little romance thrown in.   
It is known for its expressions of terror, gruesome narratives, supernatural elements, 
and dark, picturesque scenery. 
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Based on this definition, what are some of the expectations that you have of “The Tell-Tale 
Heart” in the following categories? 

Category Expectations 

Mystery and Fear 

 

 

 

Atmosphere and Setting 

 

 

 

Omens and Curses 

 

 

 

Villains 

 

 

 

 

 

First Read 

Annotations 

Read “The Tell-Tale Heart” (online or in the workbook).  As you read, annotate the story.  
Use the annotation tool (online) or a highlighter and pen/pencil in the printed text.  The 
following Annotation Guidelines will help you annotate the “The Tell-Tale Heart.”  

r Highlight at least two sentences or passages that you have questions 
about. Enter your questions as annotations. 

r Highlight at least one passage that you think is a good example of 
Gothic fiction. Use the annotation tool to explain why. 
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r Highlight a sentence to identify the point of view from which the 

story is told. 
r Highlight at least two examples that show the narrator's strange 

state of mind and use the annotation tool to explain what he is 
thinking. 

r Highlight examples of how the author describes the sounds in the 
story. 

r Highlight any unfamiliar vocabulary words. Use the annotation tool 
to make predictions about the meaning of these unfamiliar terms. 

r Highlight at least two examples of how the tone of the story becomes 
more frantic towards the end. Use the annotation tool to explain why 
it is effective. 

 

Think Questions  

Write answers to Think Questions 1-5 (preferably in the online assignment, or in the book if 
directed).  

How to Find the Evidence  

Use the tips in the chart below to help you look for evidence in the text to answer 
the Think questions.  
 

Question         TIP! 

1. In the second to the last paragraph, cite text evidence that the narrator is unreliable. 
 

2. 
Use evidence from the second paragraph describing how the narrator felt about the old man. 

3. 
What sound is used at the end of the story that makes the narrator confess to the murder? 

4. 
What text evidence can you use to help define the meaning of vexed in third paragraph? 

5. 
In the last paragraph what context clues help you to find the meaning of the word dissemble? 
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How to Write Exemplary Responses 

Below is a model response to Question 5.  Copy the answer in the space provided 
online or on your paper. Note the qualities of a complete and well-written response 
as you type/write it.  Then try to model your other responses after this one in terms 
of quality and completeness. 

 

Question 5:  Remembering that the Latin prefix “dis” means “not,” use your knowledge of 
the prefix and the context clues in the passage to determine the meaning 
of dissemble. Write your definition of dissemble here and explain how you arrived at it. 

 

Sample Answer:  In the story, the narrator is convinced that the police 
can hear the “beating heart” but are pretending they don’t so as to 
mock him. The narrator finally cries out, “‘Villains! I shrieked, 
‘dissemble no more! I admit the deed!—tear up the planks!—here, 
here!—it is the beating of his hideous heart!’” The narrator is telling 
the police to stop pretending. The word dissemble is has the same 
root as semblance or resemble and both are related to the idea of 
“appear” or “appearance.” So, when you dissemble you are making 
something “appear as something it is not”; that is, you are 
pretending.  

 
Skill Lesson 

#1: Textual Evidence 

• Watch the accompanying VOLT available online at: 
http://elaessentials.weebly.com/8th-grade.html 

• Complete the separate Skill Lesson: Textual Evidence activity sheet. 
• Complete and submit the online Skill Lesson on Textual Evidence which includes 3 

components: 

§ Watch the Skills Concept Definition video 

§ Skim over the Model  

§ Do the “Your Turn” Activity  
 


