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The Tell-Tale Heart Week 2                                                                                                                        
from “Suspense!”   

 

Close Read 

• Watch the Introduction to the selection again (optional). 

• Complete the online Vocabulary activity.  In the “Sample Sentence” 
column, you must write your own sentences with enough detail to show 
that you understand the meaning of the words.  Remember that all 
sentences begin with capital letters and end with punctuation! 

NON-EXAMPLE:  Derision is really mean. 

“Derision” could mean many things in the above sentence!  (making fun of 
someone, tattling on someone, ignoring someone, etc.).  Let’s add more 
details to the sentence so that its meaning is very clear. 

 

EXAMPLE:  It’s not at all kind to laugh in derision when someone makes an 
innocent mistake.  

The details added to this sentence show what derision is (making fun of 
someone in a mean-spirited way). 

 

• Read the story “The Tell-Take Heart” a second time.  As you re-read, add 
more annotations.   Focus on Use your annotation tool (or highlighter and 
pen) to jot down notes about how the narrator is relating the events and 
how the narration affects your impression of the narrator and his 
interpretation of the events that have taken place. 

 

• Write (following are detailed instructions and support) 
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Writing Prompt 

 

THINK ABOUT THIS:  Make a decision:  do you think that the narrator in the story is guilty of 
premeditated murder?  Or do you think he could be innocent by reason of insanity? 

 

WRITING PROMPT:  Imagine you are a lawyer at the narrator’s trial.  Will you be 
defending him (he’s innocent) or prosecuting him (he’s guilty)?   If you say that his 
actions indicate he is mad, then he is not responsible for his crime.  If, as the 
narrator says, the steps he takes to commit his crime show he is not mad, he is 
responsible for the murder. Write a narrative paragraph from the perspective of 
the lawyer describing the trial.  Use dialogue to indicate different speakers.  What 
will you say to the jury?  Will the narrator speak?  If so, what will he say?  Use 
details from the story to develop your narrative. 

 

Prewriting 

Jot down answers to the following questions. 

(Circle your choices):  I think the narrator is MAD/NOT MAD.  This means he should be found 
NOT GUILTY/GUILTY of the murder.  I will DEFEND/PROSECUTE the narrator. 

 

 

List a few details from the story that you will refer to in order to make your case: 
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Building Your Paragraph 

Use the graphic organizer below to organize and build your narrative paragraph. 

INTRODUCTION 

Begin by  
describing the setting?  
(What is the courtroom like? 
 What kind of building is it?   
Are there sounds/noises?   
Who is there?  etc.) 
 
How will you begin the trial?   
What will you say first to get  
The jury’s attention?  Then  
make a bold statement about 
the narrator’s guilt (or  
innocence) and why you  
believe you are right. 
 

 

 

MIDDLE 

Present details to the jury 
in an attempt to either 
defend or prosecute the  
narrator.    
 
What do you say?  Does the  
narrator himself speak? 
Do others speak also or ask  
you any questions?  If so, 
what is your response to  
them? (Dialogue, dialogue, 
dialogue!) 
 
Remember to use details from  
the story as you speak your 
case for or against the  
narrator. 
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CONCLUSION:  

What are your final words 
to the jury in this  
murder case? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Revising Your Paragraph 

1) Underline all of the dialogue in your paragraph. 

2) Check to see that you have followed the Five Rule for Authentic Dialogue 

3) Check the punctuation of your dialogue.  Do you have quotation marks around all direct 
dialogue?  There should be no quotation marks with indirect quotations. Also check for 
capitalization and commas/periods (inside quotation marks).  Lastly, remember that you should 
have started a new paragraph (indented) each time there is a new speaker. 

4)  Would you like to add additional details to the courtroom scene or expand upon any of the 
details that you already included?  Feel free to develop this (long) paragraph the way that you 
want to, but make sure it adheres to the directions in the prompt. 

 

Writing the Final Draft  

Closely following your graphic organizer, type the final draft of your paragraph in the 
“Response” box provided in the Close Read assignment online.  

Proofread for typing/spelling errors! 

With teacher permission ONLY, you may type your paragraph as a Google or Word Doc (then 
print and hand in to your teacher), or write it by hand. 
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