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“Thank You, M’am” Week 1                                                                                                                        

from “Getting Along”  

Before You Read 

Glossary of Terms 
Refer to these words and definitions to help you understand the introduction and the text. 

WORD OR IDIOM 
 

DEFINITION 
 

busboy a young man who clears tables in a restaurant or cafeteria 

Harlem Renaissance a literary movement, led by African Americans, in the 1920s that centered on 
Harlem (a district in New York City) 

Vachel Lindsay considered a founder of modern singing poetry, as he referred to it, in which 
verses are meant to be sung or chanted; one of the best-known poets in the 
United States during the 1910s 

frail weak; slender and not very strong 

roomers renters, lodgers 

day-bed a bed that is made to be used as a seat or a sofa 

presentable neat 

mistrusted doubted 

 

 

Imagining Activity 

Before reading the excerpt from "Thank You, M'am," imagine you find yourself in a situation 
like Roger's (the main character). If you got caught doing something wrong, what would 
your first reaction be? What would you think, feel, and do? Complete the pre-reading chart. 

Where I got caught  

My first reaction  
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What I would think 
	

What I would feel 
	

What I would do 
	

 

First Read 

Annotations 

Read “Thank You, M’am” (online and/or in the workbook).  As you read, annotate the story.  
Use the annotation tool (online) or a highlighter and pen/pencil in the printed text.  The 
following Annotation Guidelines will help you annotate the excerpt. 

r Highlight at least two sentences or passages that you have questions about. Enter 
your questions as annotations. You might use questions from the asking and 
answering reading comprehension strategy practice.  

r Highlight at least one passage that connects with something you already know and 
use the annotation tool to explain the connection. 

r Highlight the key characters in the excerpt and use the annotation tool to provide a 
brief description of what you know about them. 

r Highlight the key events and details in the passage and make annotations that 
explain the sequential order in which they occur. For example, "She was a large 
woman with a large purse that had everything in it but hammer and nails." 
Annotation: First key detail tells that the woman was large and the purse was large 
and heavy. 

r Highlight vocabulary words and explain what you think the words mean based on 
how they are used in the text. Use context clues when possible to define the words. 

r Highlight any additional unfamiliar vocabulary. Use the annotation tool to make 
predictions about the meaning of these unfamiliar terms. 

r Highlight two examples that tell how Roger reacts to his situation. Use the 
annotation tool to explain your reaction to Roger is going through in these 
moments. 
 



7th Grade Language Arts: Sem 2                                 Thank You, M’am 

	
Think Questions 

Write answers to Think Questions 1-5 (preferably in the online assignment, or from the 
book/on paper if directed).  

 

How to Write Exemplary Responses 

Below is a model response to Question 2.  Copy the answer in the space provided online or 
on your paper. Note the qualities of a complete and well-written response as you type/write 
it.  Then try to model your other responses after this one in terms of quality and 
completeness. 

 

Question #2:   Rather than call the police, what does Mrs. Jones do to Roger? How does 
Roger initially respond? Cite specific evidence from the text to support your analysis. 
 

 
Sample Answer: Noting that Roger had put himself in contact with 
her, Mrs. Jones says, "'If you think that contact is not going to last 
awhile, you got another thought coming. When I get through with you, 
sir, you are going to remember Mrs. Luella Bates Washington Jones'" 
(paragraph 20). In response, Roger begins to sweat and struggle. Mrs. 
Jones then puts "a half--nelson about his neck, and continues "to drag 
him up the street" to her "large kitchenette furnished room at the rear 
of the house" where she lived (paragraph 21). She then tells Roger to 
"'go to that sink and wash your face'" (paragraph 24). At first, Roger 
tries to decide whether to run: He "looked at the door—looked at the 
woman—looked at the door— and went to the sink" (paragraph 24). 
He continues to debate whether to run after he washes his face. 
 

 
Skill Lessons 

#1: Story Elements 

• Watch the accompanying VOLT available online at: 
http://elaessentials.weebly.com/7th-grade.html 

• Complete the separate Skill Lesson: Story Elements activity sheet. 
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• Complete and submit the online Skill Lesson on Story Elements which includes 3 

components: 

§ Watch the Skills Concept Definition video 

§ Skim over the Model  

§ Do the “Your Turn” Activity  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 


