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“Thank You, M’am” Week 2                                                                                                                        
from “Getting Along”  

 

Close Read 

 

• Watch the Introduction to the selection again (optional). 

 

• Complete the online Vocabulary activity.  In the “Sample Sentence” 
column, you must write your own sentences with enough detail to show 
that you understand the meaning of the words.  Remember that all 
sentences begin with capital letters and end with punctuation! 

NON-EXAMPLE:  He was feeling very frail. 

What does “frail” actually mean in the above sentence?  Strong?  Weak?  
Excited?  Depressed?  Let’s add more details so that the meaning of the 
vocabulary word is much clearer.  

 

EXAMPLE:  As I looked at my grandfather’s frail, shrunken body in the 
hospital bed, tears filled my eyes. 

The details of age (grandfather), appearance (shrunken) and location 
(hospital) all help show that frail means weak/not physically strong. 

 

• Read the story “Thank You, M’am” a second time.  As you re-read, add 
more annotations.   Focus on the interactions between Mrs. Jones and 
Roger from the beginning of the story through the end and notice how their 
interaction changes as the story progresses.  Use your annotation tool (or 
highlighter and pen) to jot down notes about these.  
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• Write (following are detailed instructions and support) 

 

Writing Prompt 

 

THINK ABOUT THIS:  The elements of a story do not exist separately but rather 
they all interact to contribute to the theme, or central idea, of a text. 

WRITING PROMPT:  How does the setting of “Thank You, M’am” shape the plot 
and the characters of the story? How do the characters and their changes over 
the course of the story contribute to your understanding of the theme? Begin 
with a clear thesis statement. Use the details you have compiled from examining 
the story elements of setting, plot, and characters to: 

• explain how the setting helps shape the characters and plot (Body Para. #1) 

• identify how the characters change over the course of the text (Body Para. 
#2) 

• identify the theme (or message) of the story (throughout the essay) 

Remember to support your writing with evidence and inferences drawn from the 
text. Use precise language and a thoughtful selection of vocabulary to support 
your inferences and include transitions to show connections among your ideas. 
Provide a conclusion that summarizes your key points and leaves your readers 
with something to think about. 

 

Prewriting 

Complete the prewriting questions below to prepare for your writing assignment. Support your answers with 
details, examples, and/or quotes from the text.  
 

How does the setting shape the plot and 
characters in the excerpt? 
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How do the characters change over the 
course of the text? 

 

 

 

 

How do the setting, characters, and plot 
help you understand the theme or 
message of the story? 

 

 

 

 

 

Building Your Essay 

Use the graphic organizer that follows to organize and build your paragraph. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

HOOK (a general statement about the situation/topic of the story to get readers into your essay): 

 

 

 

INTRODUCE TEXT (present title and author of text in a complete sentence): 

 

THESIS (your answer to the underlined questions in the writing prompt above):  

In this short story about _____________________________________________________________, 

the story elements of setting, character, and plot all work together to reveal the theme that ___________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________.                   
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FIRST BODY PARAGRAPH (Setting Shapes Plot and Characters) 

To begin with, the setting of __________________________________________ helps   

shape both the _________________ and the ______________________ by _______________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________.   

The setting of the story is split between _________________________________________ and  

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

As far as the plot goes, the setting is important because ________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

Example from story (provide a quotation) ____________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

Explain the evidence & how it supports your answer _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

In addition, the setting also helps shape the characters by ______________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

Example from story (provide a quotation) ____________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

Explain the evidence & how it supports your claim 

Because of this,  ________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 
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All in all, Langston Hughes connects all three story elements to his theme that ______________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

 

 

SECOND BODY PARAGRAPH (How Characters Evolve/Change) 

A closer look at the characters and the changes that they undergo over the course of the 
story reveals that _______________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

Example from story (provide a quotation) 

As an example, _________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

Explain the evidence & how it supports your claim 

This moment/statement/action shows that __________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

Another xample from book (provide a quotation) 

A little later in the story, __________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

Explain the evidence & how it supports your claim 

While at first __________________________________________________________________, 

by this point in the story their relationship has changed to ______________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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_____________________________________________________________________________. 

These changes in the interaction between Mrs. Jones and Roger over the course of the story 
show how _____________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

RESTATE THESIS (from Introduction) in slightly different words: 

 

 

 

CLOSE WITH A THOUGHTFUL STATEMENT OR NEW IDEA (related to the mission’s success, or 
success and failure in general):  

 

 

 

 

 

Revising Your Essay 

1) Underline or highlight all the transitional words and phrases in the essay builder above (both 
those that are included in the organizer and any that you added in your own sentences).  Hint: 
there should be a minimum of 6! 

2) Find at least 8 dull, overused, non-specific words in your writing (e.g., “things,” “good,” 
“bad,” “stuff,” “nice,” “it,” etc.)  Cross them out and replace them with precise words or 
phrases that are more descriptive and/or specific to the topic or example being discussed. 

3) Did you include enough explanations of the story elements and did you go into detail on how 
the characters’ interaction changes? 
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4) Would you like to add additional examples to any paragraph or expand upon any of the 
evidence that you already included?  Do not feel limited by the essay builder.  Do however, 
keep your essay organized, purposeful, and clear. 

 

Writing the Final Draft  

Closely following your Essay Builder, type the final draft of your literary analysis essay in the 
“Response” box provided in the Close Read assignment online.  

Proofread for typing/spelling errors! 

Teacher permission is required to: type your essay as a Google or Word Doc (then print and 
hand in to your teacher) or to write it by hand. 

	


