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Restate the 
Question 
Answer the Question  

Cite Evidence 

Explain the Answer  
 
Text: “How They Saw It” (StudySync Blast, page 4) 
Question: After reading “How They Saw It,” what commonalities 
do you notice between the passengers’ reactions in the excerpt from 
“A Night to Remember” and other primary sources about the event?  

How to Write a  
Constructed Response: 
The RACE Format 
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   RACE Graphic Organizer 

R	 Restate	
the	
Question	

• Change	question	into	a	statement	
• Remove	the	question	word	
• Use	most	of	the	key	words	in	the	
question	

• ½	sentence	

	

A	 Answer	
the	
Question	

• Finish	the	sentence	above	with	an	
answer	

• Answer	the	specific	question	being	
asked	

• Answer	every	part	of	the	question	
• Use	a	character’s	or	person’s	name	
before	using	the	pronouns	
he/she/they	

• Include	enough	detail	so	that	the	
answer	can	stand	on	its	own		

• ½	sentence	

	

C	 Cite	
Evidence	

• Find	evidence	in	the	text	to	support	
your	answer	

• The	evidence	is	a	direct	quotation	or	
a	paraphrased	example	

• Present	the	evidence	using	a	
sentence	stem	such	as:	
§ According	to	the	

(text)/author/name,…	
§ For	example,	the	author/name	

states…	
§ An	example	from	the	(text)	is…	
§ Based	on	the	passage,	…	
§ Etc.	

• 1-2	sentences	

	

E	 Explain	
the	
Answer	

• Tell	how	the	evidence	proves	your	
answer	

• Begin	your	explanation	with	a	
sentence	stem	like:	
§ This	shows	that…	
§ This	proves…	
§ This	is	a	good	example	of…	
§ This	means	that…	

• 1-2	sentences	
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Write your complete constructed response in the space below. 
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Blast!  How They Saw It 
 
1 On April 12, 1912, one of the most famous maritime disasters of all time 
occurred. It involved the largest ship ever built up to that time. 
The Titanic carried hundreds of men, women, and children when it hit the 
iceberg that led to its destruction. These passengers were separated by class, 
with wealthy, first-class passengers occupying the nicest cabins, second-class 
passengers staying in plainer cabins, and poorer passengers traveling in 
steerage, the lowest deck. A passenger’s ticket class had a significant impact 
on whether he or she survived the Titanic disaster. Close to 60 percent of first-
class passengers survived, compared to around 40 percent of second-class 
passengers and 25 percent of steerage passengers.  
 
2 Of the passengers interviewed in this passage from A Night to Remember, all 
but Mrs. Caldwell had first-class cabins. Mrs. John Jacob Astor, for example, 
was hugely wealthy. Her first thought when she heard the crash was that “it was 
some mishap in the kitchen.” Her reaction, then, was based on her experience. 
If such a crash had taken place in her home, it would most likely have been due 
to servants dropping dishes or otherwise causing a noisy accident.  
 
3 When people rushed for the lifeboats, most followed the tradition of allowing 
women and children to board first. One of those young women was Marguerite 
Frolicher from Switzerland. Her reaction to the jolt when the ship hit the iceberg 
was like that of someone waking from a dream. She connected the jolt to one 
she was familiar with—the ferryboats where she lived.  
 
4 The first-class passengers, for the most part, were unacquainted with hardship 
or disaster, and thus their first reactions to the shipwreck reveal their privileged 
backgrounds.  
 


