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Restate the 
Question 
Answer the Question  

Cite Evidence 

Explain the Answer  
 
Text:  “Foundational Friendships” (StudySync Blast, page 4) 
Question: After reading “Foundational Friendships,” answer the 
following question:  How can something as simple as a friendship 
change a person’s life?  

How to Write a  
Constructed Response: 
The RACE Format 
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   RACE Graphic Organizer 

  

R	 Restate	
the	
Question	

• Change	question	into	a	statement	
• Remove	the	question	word	
• Use	most	of	the	key	words	in	the	
question	

• ½	sentence	

	

A	 Answer	
the	
Question	

• Finish	the	sentence	above	with	an	
answer	

• Answer	the	specific	question	being	
asked	

• Answer	every	part	of	the	question	
• Use	a	character’s	or	person’s	name	
before	using	the	pronouns	he/she/they	

• Include	enough	detail	so	that	the	
answer	can	stand	on	its	own		

• ½	sentence	

	

C	 Cite	
Evidence	

• Find	evidence	in	the	text	to	support	
your	answer	

• The	evidence	is	a	direct	quotation	or	a	
paraphrased	example	

• Present	the	evidence	using	a	sentence	
stem	such	as:	
§ According	to	the	

(text)/author/name,…	
§ For	example,	the	author/name	

states…	
§ An	example	from	the	(text)	is…	
§ Based	on	the	passage,	…	
§ Etc.	

• 1-2	sentences	

	

E	 Explain	
the	
Answer	

• Tell	how	the	evidence	proves	your	
answer	

• Begin	your	explanation	with	a	sentence	
stem	like:	
§ This	shows	that…	
§ This	proves…	
§ This	is	a	good	example	of…	
§ This	means	that…	

• 1-2	sentences	
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Write your complete constructed response in the space below. 
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Blast!  Foundational Friendships 
 
Turning points are often dramatic event that change the course of people, 
communities, and countries around the world. However, not all turning points 
have to be earth-shattering moments—sometimes they can be found in simple 
interactions with people around us. Forming a new friendship or changing your 
attitude toward an individual could potentially alter the direction of your life and 
lead to incredible outcomes.  
 
One transformational friendship is that of Larry Page and Sergey Brin. These 
two met as students at Stanford University in 1995. At first, Page and Brin 
refused to get along with each other. However, they found themselves 
collaborating together on a research project which led to the invention of 
Google. Google is one of the most successful and innovative businesses in the 
world today, but it would not have become a part of our everyday lives without 
the development of this friendship. Page and Brin’s friendship shows the 
importance of combining knowledge, and it also exemplifies a willingness to 
overlook first impressions in order to make way for extraordinary outcomes.  
 
Meriwether Lewis and William Clark also maintained a friendship that changed 
their lives—not to mention the lives of today’s U.S. citizens. The two men met 
and became friends in the militia in 1794. Later, President Thomas Jefferson 
requested that Lewis go on an expedition to venture into the unknown western 
territories. Lewis asked Clark to accompany him, and together they became two 
of the most famous explorers in history. In addition to this, Lewis and Clark’s 
combined studies and skills worked towards the expansion of the United States. 
Not only did their friendship take Lewis and Clark to new places, but it also 
allowed for the United States to enter a new phase of its growth. If we allow it, 
our friendships can serve as transformative platforms for the people and 
communities around us.  
 
Allowing people around us to encourage us, to challenge us to learn more, and 
to help us be the best version of ourselves is a crucial part of our friendships 
with others. How can a friendship change a person’s life? 
 


