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Warriors Don’t Cry Week 1 

From “Turning Points” pages 34 - 38 

 

            Before You Read 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write down short answers to the following questions. Feel free to look up answers in a search engine or in a 

US history book and/or to discuss with an adult family member. 

 

1. Who were the Little Rock Nine? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What were they trying to do? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What kind of opposition did they face and from whom? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What action did President Eisenhower take and why? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. How were the Nine treated at Central High School? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. What was the result of their efforts? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Glossary of Terms 

As you read and listen to the introduction to Warriors Don't Cry, look for these key words and use the 

definitions below to help you understand the story: 

 

WORD DEFINITION 

Supreme Court the most powerful legal court in the United States 

segregation the act or practice of keeping people or groups separate 

unconstitutional not in keeping with basic laws of the Constitution 

integrated having all races together 

thwart to prevent something from happening 

eerie unexpected, strange, mysterious 

integration the act of incorporating people, especially different racial groups, as equals into 

society 

distraught extremely upset; not thinking clearly 

imposing very large or impressive in size; dignified or stately 

bayonet a large knife at the end of a rifle; a sharp pointed weapon 

 

First Read 
Annotation Guide  

Read “Warriors Don’t Cry” (online or in the workbook).  As you read, annotate the story.  Use the annotation 

tool (online) or a highlighter and pen/pencil in the printed text.  The following Annotation Guidelines will help 

you annotate “Warriors Don’t Cry.” 

 

 Highlight at least two sentences or passages that you have questions about. Enter your questions as 

annotations. 

 Highlight at least one passage that connects with something you already know about segregation, 

Civil Rights, or the Little Rock Nine and use the annotation tool to explain the connection. 

 Highlight the key characters in the excerpt and use the annotation tool to provide a brief description 

of what you know about them. 
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 Highlight the key events and details in the passage and make annotations that explain the sequential 

order in which they occur. For example, "We were already a half hour late for school when we heard 

the order 'Move out' and the leader motioned us to get into the station wagon." Annotation: This is a 

key event because we learn soldiers are taking students to school. 

 Highlight vocabulary words and explain what you think the words mean based on how they are used 

in the text. 

 Highlight any additional unfamiliar vocabulary. Use the annotation tool to make predictions about 

the meaning of these unfamiliar terms. 

 Highlight two examples that show racial tensions and the importance of the integration of the Little 

Rock Nine. Use the annotation tool to explain your reaction to what they are feeling as they enter 

the school. 

 

After You Read 
 

Complete the sentences with the corresponding evidence from the text as a means of reviewing what you 

read.  Choose evidence from the word bank below or complete the sentences with your own textual evidence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. The narrator is fascinated by the soldiers' __________________________________.  Her grandmother taught her 

that it was a sign of ____________________________________ . 

2. The narrator is concerned because people were ___________________________ at her as if she were ____________ 

______________________________. 

3. The narrator wonders why so many people were _____________________________ since she felt safer after  

____________________________ began. 

4. Sarge says that the soldiers are there to do __________________________________ , to keep the mob away.  

crowd control  different from them   integration   imposing 

 

sad   well-shined boots   staring    proud 

 

crying   a disciplined individual 
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5. Many people seem impressed by the ______________________________ sight of military power. 

6. The situation makes the narrator feel ______________________ and ________________________ about her country 

at the same time. 

 

Think Questions  

Write answers to Think Questions 1-5 (preferably in the online assignment, or in the workbook if directed).  

 

How to Write Exemplary Responses 
Below is a model response to Question 4.  Copy the answer in the space provided online or on your 

paper. Note the qualities of a complete and well-written response as you type/write it.  Then try to 

model your other responses after this one in terms of quality and completeness. 

 

Question 4:  Use context clues to determine the meaning of the word distraught as it is used in Warriors Don't Cry. 

Write your definition of “distraught” here and tell how you got it. Then, use a dictionary to confirm the precise 

pronunciation of “distraught.” Why might this word be challenging to pronounce if a reader is not familiar with it?  

 

Sample Answer:  Many people have been crying and are upset as they wave goodbye. Beals says 

that she saw “tears streaming down” the cheeks of Mother Lois. In the next paragraph, she writes 

that “Mama looked even more distraught.” Many people are clearly concerned about the danger the 

students will face. The association of the word “distraught” with people who are crying and can't be 

comforted suggests that “distraught” means terribly “upset” or extremely “distressed.” A dictionary 

confirms that the word is pronounced di-'strot. This could be a challenging word to pronounce 

because it contains silent letters. 

 

 

 

Skill Lesson 

#1: Informational Text Structure 

• Watch the accompanying VOLT available online at: http://elaessentials.weebly.com/6th-grade.html 

• Complete the separate Skill Lesson: Informational Text Structure activity sheet. 

• Complete and submit the online Skill Lesson on Informational Text Structure which includes 3 

components: 

▪ Watch the Skills Concept Definition video 

▪ Skim over the Model 

▪ Do the “Your Turn” activity 
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Skill: Informational Text Structure 

 

Pre-Reading (Before you Read): 

 

Before you read the model, watch the video (or read the transcript) to match the follow terms with their 

definitions 

 

Match  

As you watch the video about central or main ideas, draw lines to match each phrase on the left with the 

correct description on the right.  

 

Information texts  walk the reader through the points in a 

structured way. 

Analyzing the structure can help you  through an argument with claims, facts, 

and reasons. 

An informational text must  the same structure as stories. 

By withholding facts, an author can  something unusual in easily understood 

steps. 

A reader should use evidence to  determine the author's intention, the 

point of view, or theme. 

Real-life stories usually follow  create drama or suspense. 

Explanatory texts describe  conclude what is not directly stated. 

Persuasive texts convince the reader  are built on facts. 
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Reading (As you Read): Guided Reading  

As you read the Model about determining informational text structure in Warriors Don't Cry, respond to these 

prompts. 

 

1. To determine the purpose of a text, ask questions such as: 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Some words that indicate a sequential structure are: 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What clues from the text tell you it is a sequential structure? 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What events does the text narrate in sequence? 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What impact does using a sequential structure have on the text? 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Reflection (After you Read): 

 

Identify Evidence  

After you have read the Model section, circle the sentences below that give clues that a text might have a 

sequential structure. Then, explain why the sentences you selected are correct.  

 

A. Scientists have identified two new species of frogs; one is red and one is blue. 

B. Later that day, the robber returned to the scene of the crime. 

C. On May 30th of that year, the Supreme Court made their decision. 

D. To combat pests, gardeners should consider planting local species of flowers. 

E. Updating the structures of old buildings around town is a very important issue. 

 

Explain why the evidence you've circled above gives clues of a sequential structure. 

 

1. The circled sentences give clues of a sequential structure because 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. The uncircled sentences do not give clues of a sequential structure because 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Blast:  

 

Pre-Reading (Before you Read): 

 

Think about what you already know about Brown vs The Board of Education and the Civil Rights Movement. 

 

Reading (As you Read): 

 

Read the Blast background to provide context for the driving question. 

 

Reflection (After you Read): 

 

Draft with Sentence Frame  

Use the sentence frame below to write a draft of your Blast response.  

 

Brown v. Board of Education was a turning point in American History because… 

 

Notice, The introductory clause "Brown v. Board of Education was a turning point in American History" uses 

words directly from the Blast to help your readers understand your answer. Also, the word "because" shows 

you will explain your answer with supporting evidence.  

 

Complete the sentence frame or come up with your own answer online. 


