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Warriors Don’t Cry Week 2                                                                                                                        
from “Turning Points” pages 34-38 

 

Close Read 

 

• Watch the Introduction to the selection again (optional). 

• Complete the online Vocabulary activity.  In the “Sample Sentence” 
column, you must write your own sentences with enough detail to show 
that you understand the meaning of the words.  Remember that all 
sentences begin with capital letters and end with punctuation! 

 

NON-EXAMPLE:  The soldier had a bayonet. 

The meaning of bayonet is not clear in the above sentence.  It could mean a gun, 
a battle, a headache—literally almost anything! 

 

EXAMPLE:  The soldiers marched the captured enemies back to camp with 
bayonets pointed at their backs. 

The details added to this sentence communicate that a bayonet is a weapon with 
something sharp at the end of it, because it keeps the prisoners in line. 

 

• Read the selection “Warriors Don't Cry” a second time.  As you re-read, add 
more annotations.   Focus on Beals’s observations of the soldiers and on 
her thoughts and feelings about the life-changing event she was a part of.  
Use your annotation tool (or highlighter and pen) to jot down notes about 
these.  

 

• Write (following are detailed instructions and support) 
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Writing Prompt 

THINK ABOUT THIS:   The story reflects Beals’s reactions and emotions on that day when she helped 
integrate Central High School.  Many other people, including the soldiers, were present on that day but 
her memoir does not afford the reader any insight into their reactions and emotions.  Beals remembers 
that “their faces [were] stern” and “the soldiers did not make eye contact as they surrounded us in a 
protective cocoon.” What do you imagine that some of the soldiers were thinking and feelings as they 
performed these duties? 
 
WRITING PROMPT: Imagine you are one of the soldiers there to do "crowd 
control" and protect the students from the angry mobs. Write two paragraphs.  In 
the first paragraph, speak about your experience DURING the event, describing 
what you notice and are feeling about Beals and the other students and about 
being involved in the event in general.  In the second paragraph, write about the 
event looking back on it AFTER you have had some time to reflect on what 
happened and your part in it. Include both thoughts and feelings. 

 

Prewriting 

Get ready to write!  Jot down answers to the following questions. 

 
How did Beals sequence her story and how did that help tell what happened?  

 

 

 

 

How did Beals explain the soldiers and their escort? Cite specific textual evidence to support 
your answer.  
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The story reflects Beals's reaction and emotions on that day when she helped integrate Central 
High School. What are some examples of what she is feeling and her reactions? 

 

 

 

 

 

Building Your Paragraphs 

Use the graphic organizer below to organize and build Paragraph #1. 

INTRODUCTION 

Background Information 
Setting 
Sensory Details  
(sights, sounds, smells, etc.)   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

CHRONOLOGICAL EVENTS 

What happened? 
Use transitions of time 
(first, next, after,  
finally, etc.) 
Sensory Details  
(sights, sounds, smells,  
etc.)   
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CONCLUSION:  

So what?  
impressions,  
feelings,  
fears, etc. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Use the graphic organizer below to organize and build Paragraph #2. 

INTRODUCTION 

Background Information 
How much time has passed? 
Current perspective  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

CHRONOLOGICAL EVENTS 

What happened? 
How do you see it now? 
Use cause/effect transitions  
(because, and so, since, until  
now, for this reason, etc.) 
*Sensory Details  
(sights, sounds, smells,  
etc.)  
 
* = maybe 
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CONCLUSION:  
So what?  
memories, regrets, 
realizations, etc. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Revising Your Paragraphs 

1) Underline or highlight all the transitional words and phrases in the paragraph builders above 
(both those that are suggested in the margins to the left and any that you may have added on 
your own).  Transitional words and expressions help your writing progress from one idea to the 
next. 

2) Find at least 6 dull, overused, non-specific words in your writing (e.g., “things,” “good,” 
“bad,” “stuff,” “nice,” “it,” etc.)  Cross them out and replace them with precise words or 
phrases that are more descriptive and relevant to the integration event relayed in Beals’s 
memoir. 

3) Would you like to add additional details to the paragraph or expand upon any of the details 
that you already included?  Do not feel limited by the paragraph builder.  However, the 
narrative paragraphs written from a soldier’s perspective must remain clear, smooth and 
focused. 

 

Writing the Final Draft  

Closely following your Paragraph Builders, type the final draft of your paragraphs in the 
“Response” box provided in the Close Read assignment online.  

Proofread for typing/spelling errors! 

With teacher permission ONLY, you may type your paragraph as a Google or Word Doc (then 
print and hand in to your teacher), or write it by hand. 

	


