
Extended Writing Project Week 1  Grade 6/Unit 4 

Spring Extended Writing Project Prompt and Directions 
 
Prompt 
Recognizing that not everyone agrees on what it means to be a hero or who our heroes are, write an 
argumentative essay that identifies one individual from the selections in this unit who you feel best exemplifies 
the qualities of a hero. Support your argument with textual evidence from at least one selection in “Our Heroes” 
Unit and with research from at least one print or digital source. 
 
 
Directions 
Your essay should include:  

• an introduction with an explicitly stated thesis that identifies who (the individua is) and why (you think s/he 
is the most heroic) 

• body paragraphs that support a logically organized argument with persuasive reasons and solid textual 
evidence  

• a conclusion paragraph that restates your claim (thesis), sums up your reasons and evidence, and 
leaves readers with something to think about 

 
 
Read the sample student essay below. 

 
 

Rosa Parks: A True American Hero 
 

 Who is a hero? Many people might think that heroes have special powers and can save the 

world. But the superheroes we see in blockbuster movies and on TV are make believe, and fighting 

monsters and stopping meteors are not real-life problems. As many of the selections in this unit show, 

true heroes live in the real world, take risks, and act as role models. Rosa Parks was an ordinary woman 

when she courageously refused to give up her bus seat and so changed American history. In defying 

authorities and the law, she committed an incredibly brave and even dangerous act. She did so with 

determination, grace, and dignity. The consequences of Parks’s arrest and the African American 

community’s response to it helped launch the civil rights movement. This movement would make the 

United States a fairer place for everyone. Because, as an ordinary woman, she took great risks and acted 

peacefully and bravely on behalf of herself and others, I think Rosa Parks is the greatest hero I have read 

about this semester.  

 It’s clear that Parks knew what she might face if she didn’t obey the law. African Americans who 

defied the laws of segregation could face potential violence. As a child living in the South, she had seen 

her grandfather prepare to defend his family against the Ku Klux Klan (“Remembering Rosa Parks”). As 
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an adult living in the segregated city of Montgomery, Alabama, in 1955, Parks understood the dangers of 

disobeying bus segregation policies. Civil rights leader Reverend Joseph Lowery explained the 

possibilities in a 2005 interview: “The buses were particularly vicious in their policies ...and it was 

especially humiliating to all the citizen[s] of Montgomery” (“Remembering Rosa Parks”). According to 

Parks’s obituary in the New York Times, African Americans “had been arrested, even killed, for 

disobeying bus drivers” (Shipp). Indeed, her bravery surely was fed in part by anger and frustration that 

had built up over the years. As she wrote in her autobiography, she never considered obeying the bus 

driver: “I could not see how standing up was going to ‘make it light’ for me. The more we gave in and 

complied, the worse [whites] treated us” (Parks). Because of this history and her personal feelings, Parks 

decided to take action.  

 After her arrest, Parks continued to show great courage. She says she “wasn’t afraid,” and yet 

she must have felt some fear (Parks). She knew that there was no guarantee she would get through the 

experience without physical harm. As a result, Parks really had a terrible choice to make: continuing to 

be treated as a second-class citizen or risking her freedom and perhaps even her life to reject 

segregation. She chose not to surrender to injustice.  

 The ultimate result of Parks’s bravery is that she changed the course of American history. 

Parks’s arrest did not go unnoticed. Congresswoman Eleanor Holmes Norton later called it “a quiet 

revolutionary act” that inspired a city and then a nation (“Remembering Rosa Parks”). Parks was 

“convicted of violating segregation laws and fined $4 in court fees” (Shipp). The law said Parks was in 

the wrong. However, more than 40,000 African Americans in Montgomery thought otherwise, and they 

took action. They did not react violently, but instead engaged in civil disobedience. In other words, they 

took lawful and peaceful steps toward making their voices heard. They struck back at the bus company 

by boycotting, or refusing to ride, the buses for 381 days (Shipp). The boycott was a great hardship for 

the people, but by not paying to ride buses, the African American community made its point. During this 

time, lawyers contested bus segregation in court. The case went all the way to the Supreme Court, which 

finally banned segregation throughout the United States. According to Reverend Lowery, Parks’s refusal 

to move her seat on a bus “triggered the greatest revolution in American history in terms of nonviolent 

protest against segregation and discrimination” (“Remembering Rosa Parks”). The movement she 

inspired caused many Americans to go on to fight peacefully, by way of marches and sit-ins, for African 

American voting rights and other social justice causes.  

 In standing up against a powerful segregated society, Rosa Parks reminded all Americans what 

equality means. In her autobiography, she summed up why she refused to move from her seat on the 

bus: “People always say that I didn’t give up my seat because I was tired, but that isn’t true ...No, the only 

tired I was, was tired of giving in” (Parks). She channeled her anger peacefully. She took a huge risk and 

still maintained her dignity, serving as a model for others. I think in the end she made this country a better 
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place to live for all people. Because of her efforts, among all the heroic men and women we have read 

about, she deserves to be honored as one of the greatest of American heroes.  

  
 
Annotation Guide  
 
Use the following annotation guidelines to help you annotate the student model as 
you read back through the essay. Be sure to make annotations or highlights to the 
text to complete each line.  
 

r  Using a blue pen or highlighter, underline or highlight the author’s thesis statement 
(the sentence that responds to the prompt and makes a claim about who best 
exemplifies the qualities of a hero.) 

r  Using a green pen or highlighter, underline or highlight the first sentence (aka topic 
sentence) of every paragraph.  Using a regular pen or pencil, to explain how these 
sentences present reasons that support the author's overall claim. 

r  Using a yellow pen or highlighter, underline or highlight all the quotes, examples, or 
details from the unit text that in the model body paragraphs.   
Put a star « next to the textual evidence that you think is best/strongest in each body 
paragraph. In the margin near the stars, write why you think the writer included this 
evidence.  
Put a ê symbol in the margin next to the body paragraph that could use more textual 
evidence and follow-up explanation. 
Put a ¤ symbol in the margin next to the evidence that the writer included that comes 
from an outside research source. 

r  Using a red pen or pink highlighter, underline or highlight the explanations that the 
writer has added after the quotes/details/evidence to analyze the importance and the 
meaning in the changes the lives you are writing about. 

r  Circle at least 15 examples of domain specific vocabulary terms (language specific to 
Rosa Parks’ time and place in history (segregation and the beginning of the Civil Rights 
Movement) that the writer has included to help persuade the reader of Rosa Parks’ 
uniqueness. 

r  Using a blue pen or highlighter, highlight the sentence (or sentences) in the final 
paragraph that you think best restates the author’s claim. In the margins, explain why 
you think this sentence or these sentences summarize what the author has tried to 
argue. 
Put a ? symbol in the margin next to the idea(s) in the conclusion that leaves you (the 
reader) with something to think about. 
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Think Questions 
 
Now answer Think Questions 1 & 2 below (corresponding to Questions 4 & 5 in the 
online assignment) in the space below. 
 
1. Thinking about the writing prompt, which selections, Blasts, or other resources would 

you like to use to write your own argumentative essay? What are some of the selections 
that you may want to consider as you think about which individual is the greatest hero? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Based on the selections you have read, listened to, or researched, how would you 
answer the question this question: what does it mean to be a hero? What are some 
ideas that you might consider in the argument you’ll be developing? 

 


