
Extended Writing Project Week 1  Grade 7/Unit 4 

Spring Extended Writing Project Prompt and Directions 
 
Prompt 
Write an argumentative essay in which you explore the challenges caused by human interaction (interference) 
with the environment. Reread the text "California's Invasive Plant Inventory." Then, do research to choose 
an invasive plant or animal and learn how or why it was introduced into an area in which it didn't belong. Research 
your invasive plant or animal by reading three print or digital sources to discover how and why human activity 
is destroying native species and their environment. As you research, gather information to support your argument 
in response to the following question: Should humans try to solve this problem or let nature take its course? 
 
 
 
Directions 
Your argument should include: 

• an explicitly stated claim about whether or not humans should try to clean up the “problem” they started  
• persuasive reasons and relevant textual evidence, logically organized  
• acknowledgment of opposing claims or other points of view 
• citations of your sources in your essay and in a Works Cited page 
• a conclusion that restates your claim and summarizes your persuasive evidence 

 
 
Getting Started 
 
1) Watch this short introductory video from TED-Ed: “The Threat of Invasive Species” (available on YouTube) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=spTWwqVP_2s 
 
 
2) Look into possible invasive species to research (there are most certainly others, but start here): 
 

Tree-of-heaven  Brown tree snake  
Kudzu      Mediterranean fruit fly  
Ice plant   Burmese python  
Purple loosestrife  Zebra mussels 
Water hyacinth  Asian carp 
   Emerald ash borer 
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Read the sample student essay below. 
 
 

What Do We Do About Invasive Alien Species? 
 

 How many science-fiction movies have you seen about alien invasions from Mars or elsewhere 

and the effects that these alien invaders have had on the people and places on Earth? But as the saying 

goes, truth is often stranger than fiction, and today, humans are facing a real alien invasion, except this 

time the invaders are not extraterrestrials in the usual sense. They are invasive alien plants and animals 

that humans have thoughtlessly introduced into areas where they do not belong. What is the effect of this 

harmful human activity? Nothing less than the extinction of many of the world’s native wildlife! But what 

can be done about this growing problem? Should humans be forced to clean up the mess they started? 

Or should humans do nothing and let nature take its course? These are the two sides to the issue. This 

essay will argue that humans need to take action to solve the problem of invasive species before it’s too 

late to save our native wildlife. The question is, how? But first, let’s look at the issue.   

 Unfortunately, many examples of alien species invasions exist today across the United States. 

According to the research report in this unit, “California Invasive Plant Inventory,” approximately 200 non-

native invasive plant species are threatening the state’s wildlands—“public and private lands that 

support native ecosystems”— and these plants can “displace native species” and even “alter 

ecosystem[s]” (“CIPI” 2). Although these invasive plant species pose a danger to California’s wildlands, 

perhaps no greater threat by an invasive species exists today than that of the Burmese python in the 

Florida Everglades.  

 In her article “Snakes on the ‘Glades,” published online in U.S. News & World Report, Laura 

Bradley explains that “the Burmese python first arrived in Florida as part of the exotic pet trade, and over 

time made its way into the Everglades as overwhelmed pet owners released the animals into the wild or 

they escaped” (Bradley 2). As a result of the actions of these irresponsible pet owners, Florida is facing a 

huge problem today. According to Michael Sarill, in his blog “Burmese Pythons in the Everglades,” 

scientists estimate that “anywhere between 30,000 and 150,000 Burmese Pythons exist in South Florida” 

(Sarill 1). Because pythons are good at hiding, scientists do not know how many are really out there. Yet 

according to Sarill, they do know that the population of native species has declined 90 percent in recent 

years—including 100 percent for rabbits and some other small mammals (Sarill 1). Think of the effects of 

this over time: The pythons could cause the extinction of every native animal species in the Everglades. 

Even the alligators are not safe. Pythons have been known to take on alligators and win (Sarill 3)!   

 But what can be done? After the death of a two-year-old child by one of these pythons, humans 

began taking steps to slow the growth and spread of these non-native reptiles (Sarill 4). However, some 
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people wonder if this approach is correct or even possible. They say that nature should just take its 

course. We should do nothing because this is a perfect example of the “survival of the fittest”--the idea 

that the strongest will survive. Another argument by advocates for doing nothing about the problem is 

that once the pythons have eaten all the small animals, they might turn on themselves. But if that 

happens, only the biggest and strongest pythons will survive. Would any human be safe?  

 There are a couple of flaws in the do-nothing argument. First, it shows a lack of responsibility. 

People caused the invasion of the Burmese python, so they should do something about it. In addition, 

nobody knows what might happen when the python has eaten all the animals in the area. Sarill worries 

that rural communities might be in danger. He states, “As food sources run out, the snakes will grow 

increasingly desperate in search of a new meal. If a snake is willing to attack a large alligator, household 

pets are unquestionably vulnerable to attack” (Sarill 4). The problem is really complicated, and given the 

impact on the environment by invasive species (which were introduced by humans in the first place), we 

humans really must try to restore nature’s balance.  

 Despite the difficulties, the only way to solve the problem is to remove the pythons from the 

Everglades. In recent years, Florida has held month-long python hunts. People came from around the 

nation to hunt the snakes in 2012, but only 68 were collected (Bradley 3). Although that hunt didn’t 

destroy many pythons, researchers did gather important information about where and how the snakes 

live, which can help them develop other strategies, but these solutions are far into the future.  

 In the meantime, the problem of invasive alien species is growing—both ecologically and 

economically. According to Bradley, the nation “spends more than $120 billion each year dealing with 

50,000 introduced species of plants, animals, and microbes” (Bradley 1-2). If we can’t control 18-foot-

long, 200-pound pythons, how can we even begin to fight against thousands of microbes? Yet we must 

try, and we must be part of the solution. We humans have had both a positive and negative impact on our 

environment. When we make a mistake, such as releasing a dangerous predator like the Burmese python 

into the wild, we must do everything we can to make things right.  

 

 
Annotation Guide  
 
Use the following annotation guidelines to help you annotate the student model as 
you read back through the essay. Be sure to make annotations or highlights to the 
text to complete each line.  
 

r  Using a blue pen or highlighter, underline or highlight the author’s thesis statement 
(the sentence that responds to the prompt and makes a claim about what should be 
done to solve the invasive species problem.) 
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r  Using a green pen or highlighter, underline or highlight the first sentence (aka topic 
sentence) of every paragraph.  Using a regular pen or pencil, explain how each of these 
sentences help advance the author’s argument. 

r  Using a yellow pen or highlighter, underline or highlight all the quotes, examples, or 
facts from a research source that are included in the model body paragraphs.   
Put a star « next to the textual evidence that you think is best/strongest in each body 
paragraph. In the margin near the stars, write why you think the writer included this 
evidence.  
Put a ê symbol in the margin next to the body paragraph that could use more textual 
evidence and follow-up explanation. 

r  Using a red pen or pink highlighter, underline or highlight the explanations that the 
writer has added after the quotes/evidence/facts to build her argument for her approach 
to the Burmese Python invasion. 

r  Circle at least 10 examples of domain specific vocabulary terms (language specific to 
science and ecology that the writer has included to help persuade the reader of the 
seriousness of the invasive species problem and the wisdom of her proposed course of 
action). 

r  Using a blue pen or highlighter, highlight the sentence (or sentences) in the final 
paragraph that you think best restates the author’s claim. In the margins, explain why 
you think this sentence or these sentences summarize what the author has tried to 
argue. 
Put a ? symbol in the margin next to the idea(s) in the conclusion that leaves you (the 
reader) with something to think about. 

 
 
 
Think Questions 
 
Now answer Think Questions 1 - 3 below (corresponding to Questions 1, 4 & 5 in 
the online and workbook assignments) in the space below. 
 
1. The writer of the model argumentative essay states an opinion (or claim) about 

whether humans should take action to solve the problem of invasive species. 
What is the writer's opinion (or claim)? How does the writer support it? What 
reasons does he or she give? Cite specific evidence from the Student Model in 
your response. 
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2. Think about the writing prompt. Are there any selections or Blasts in StudySync 

that you will want to use or research to write your argumentative essay? What 
invasive species will research and develop an argument about?  Give reasons for 
your choice and your claim. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3. Based on the selections you have read, listened to, or researched, how would 

you answer the question, "What are the challenges of human interactions?" 
What are some ideas that you might consider in the argument you'll be 
developing for your essay? 
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